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ROTHERHAM COMMUNITY SAFETY

“..TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE”..

RADIO-LINX PROJECT
-
Manor Farm Scheme

INITIAL SURVEY RESULTS

Radio equipment was issued to carefully selected people in particular areas of the District (see main document for more information on how this was done). 8 people were given the equipment and instructed in its use.

The recipients of the Motorola ‘Talkabout’ radio’s were asked the following simple questions prior to receiving the equipment. The questions were chosen with a view to establishing the views of the person chosen on the types of criminal behaviour that causes them the greatest anxiety.

Q1. Do you feel that the levels of crime and disorder in your area is:
Very high

High 

Acceptable

Low

Very Low

Significantly, all the respondents (100%) considered that the levels of crime in the area in which they live was in the ‘high’ category. 
Q2. How likely do you think you are of being a victim of crime and disorder?
Very Likely 

Likely

Possibly

Not likely

Again, the returns indicated that respondents felt it probable that they would soon be featuring in the crime statistics. In fact a surprising 83% said they felt either very likely or likely to become a victim, 17% felt it ‘possible’.

The BCS (British Crime Survey) 2002, show that crime has been stable over the last year, previously there had been a consistent decline. The survey is based on interviews of 33,000 people-taking place in 2001/2002.

· INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "images/yellow.gif"The risk of being a victim of crime shows little fluctuation, suggesting crime risks have stayed fairly stable around 28% overall.

· INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "images/yellow.gif"There were just over 13 million crimes against adults living in private households. 

· INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "images/yellow.gif"Statistically significant falls seen in the levels of burglary (23%), all vehicle-related theft (14%), and common assaults (down 28%)
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "images/yellow.gif"Overall.

· 3.5% of households in England & Wales experienced at least one domestic burglary in the previous 12 months

Reference to the Safer Rotherham Partnership web page provides useful base figures for burglary offences in the locality. Looking closely at these figures indicates that whilst the chances of suffering a burglary generally in Rotherham are roughly 1:25, if you live in Rawmarsh this rises to 1:32. The reasons for this is far from simple but connected to its relatively high concentration of drug users and similarly high numbers of single rooms rents available privately in the area.

Q3. Have you been a victim of crime or disorder. If yes what?

Only two of those questioned had been a previous victim of crime. This tends to confirm the view that the fear of crime often outweighs the realistic prospects of experiencing it.

Q4. What crime/ disorder worries you the most?

62.5% felt that drugs presented the greatest fear for them, there may be many reasons for this. Undeniably there is a recognised problem in the area and there has been a lot of recent press and TV coverage given to making the links between crime and drug users.

The remaining 37.5% felt that anti-social behaviour caused them the greatest concerns.

Q5. How do you feel about communication with:
Police: 

Very good,

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

66% of those who responded felt communications with police were ‘very good’; the remaining 33% felt they were ‘good’.

Neighbours:
Very good

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

When it came to their neighbours, 51% felt they communications were ‘very good’, 33% felt they were ‘good’, the reminder (16%) felt they were only acceptable.

Other agencies:
Very good

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

Communications with other agencies (which we did not define – but due to the wide age mix will include all statutory and voluntary agencies) were felt to be good by 66% but very poor by 34%.

Q6. Age and Gender
The youngest involved in this survey was 32 years of age, the oldest was aged 64 years. In terms of gender the ratio was a 50:50 female to male split.

Of course, in numerical terms the sample size involved in this data is very small. In fact only eight radios were issued and returns were only made by six of those people.

The results are presented in tabular form below:

	Q
	Returns from Respondents

	
	Very High
	High
	Acceptable
	Low
	Very Low

	Q1
	-
	6
	-
	-
	-

	
	Very Likely
	Likely
	Possibly
	Not Likely
	

	Q2
	2
	3
	1
	-
	N/A

	
	Have you been the victim of crime or disorder. If yes what?

	Q3
	A/break 1
	Damage 1
	-
	-
	-

	
	What type of crime etc worries you most?

	Q4
	Drugs 5
	Asb 3
	-
	-
	-

	
	How do you feel about communication with:

	Q5
	Very Good
	Good
	Acceptable
	Poor
	Very Poor

	(a)Police
	4
	2
	-
	-
	-

	(b)Neighbours
	3
	2
	1
	-
	-

	(c) Other agencies
	-
	4
	-
	-
	2

	
	Age
	Male
	Female
	
	

	Q6
	64 - 32
	4
	4
	-
	-


SECOND SURVEY RESULTS

Conducted six-months after the first.

Q1. Do you feel that the levels of crime and disorder in your area is:
Very high

High 

Acceptable

Low

Very Low

Significantly, where initially all the respondents (100%) considered that the levels of crime in the area in which they live was in the ‘high’ category, at the second time of asking 50% said ‘high’ whilst the remainder said they felt it to be at an ‘acceptable’ level. 
Q1(a) Has this changed since taking part in this project?

88% answered, ‘yes’, their views had changed since becoming involved in the project. Comments made in the free text area included:

· “since the project started the area is a lot quieter”

· “I feel in control now and safer having the radio to hand”

· “the area has improved”

The remainder who answered ‘no’ returned comments ranging from:

· “I feel frightened about what might happen if people find out about the radio link” to:

· “it seems quiet on the estate at the time of filling in the survey”
Q2. How likely do you think you are of being a victim of crime and disorder?
Very Likely 

Likely

Possibly

Not likely

A significant down shift occurred in respondents’ views from those originally made. Where in the first survey 83% said they felt ‘very likely or likely to become a crime victim, by the time of the second survey this had reduced to 12.5%. Of the remainder 62.5% thought it only ‘possible’ that they would become a victim, with 25% thinking it now ‘not likely’ at all.

Q2(a) Has this changed since taking part in the project?

Interestingly the respondents’ were split 50/50 on this question. Those that answered ‘yes’ included some of the following in comments they made:

· “…its so quiet”
· “…the radio has made me feel safer”
Those that answered ‘no’ included the following comments:

· “I have no reason to believe (its changed)

· “no difference”

Q3. Have you been a victim of crime or disorder since receiving the radio? If yes what?

None of those questioned had been a victim of crime. 

Q4. What crime/ disorder worries you the most?

75% felt that drugs and drug related offending presented the greatest fear for them. When asked later why they had chosen drug crime, many said it is a recognised problem in the area but none had based this on any personal experience. They relied upon press and TV coverage a lot and associated some aspects of urban deprivation they see as they go about their business with drug takers – this obviously may be unconnected.

The remaining 25% felt that anti-social behaviour by youths or robbery caused them the greatest anxiety.

Q4(a) Has this changed since taking part in the project?

25% said ‘Yes’ but the remainder felt that crime that concerned them previously continued to do so. The ones whose opinion had changed were connected with confidentiality issues in the event of them being a witness to a criminal offence and the fear of reprisals that tend to accompany that.

Q5. How do you feel about communication with:
Police: 

Very good,

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

63% of those who responded felt communications with police were ‘very good’; the remaining 37% felt they were ‘good’. This is around the same as the initial survey.

Neighbours:
Very good

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

When it came to their neighbours, 50% felt they communications were ‘very good’, 25% felt they were ‘good’, the reminder (25%) felt they were only acceptable. This again is largely unchanged from the initial survey.

Other agencies:
Very good

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

Communications with other agencies (which we did not define – but due to the wide age mix will include all statutory and voluntary agencies) were felt to be good by 38% but only acceptable by 50%, the remainder declined to comment.

Q6. Do you think the project is worthwhile?

The respondents gave the project 100% support, many wrote comments though none were requested, these are a sample:

· “definitely feel safer and I like serving the community”
· “incidents can be reported a lot quicker”
· “the area is a lot quieter, not so many youths up to no good”
Q7 Please tell us what is the best/ worse part of the project.

 Best:  This represented an even split between identifying better communication with the police and each other the knowledge that they were part of a team which is actually having success.

Worse: Fear of reprisals for being involved and the wrong people being selected (in some cases).

CONCLUSION:

In practice, many of the respondents had initial difficulties mastering the use of the equipment, however this was short-lived and most are very confident in its use. Only one-person reports having stopped using the radio through fear of reprisals, this is not based upon any threats or adverse comments regarding her involvement, but as we know, the fear of crime is a powerful thing. 

On lesson that has been learned is that the selection process is a vital stage and the scheme is only really as strong as its participants are. In this case we appear to have chosen well and moral amongst the other equipment holders is high.

In practice the project has had its fair share of success and is already responsible for one custodial sentence. On Christmas Day 2002, a disqualified driver was seen by a radio user who knew him, he was driving a green coloured Audi motor car, that had been reported as stolen. 

Another radio user picked up the message and observed the car further down the estate and commenced a video record of the incident. The resultant video footage was used in the trial to convict the offender who received 4 years imprisonment. 

 In September last year a local drug addict was seen by a radio user walking to the rear of a house on the estate. On contacting another radio user who could see the rear of the target dwelling, the police were contacted and an arrest was made. The offender had forced the rear door and had entered the kitchen area when he was caught. He is awaiting sentence.
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